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Government. The Council was purely a deliberative body for purposes of legislation and had no administrative functions. But it had plenary powers of legislation subject to the Ruler's assent before a measure could pass into law. The only other restriction was that/in introducing a measure affecting the public revenues of the State or by which any charge was imposed on such revenues, the member introducing it had to obtain the previous sanction of the Dewan.
Every member, official and non-official, had independent powers of discussion and voting. Ten years later i. e. in 1898 the Council was enlarged, the minimum number of members being raised to 8 and the maximum to 15, the proportion of non-officials being fixed as two-fifths of the total number. The previous sanction of the Dewan was made necessary not only for measures affecting public revenues, but also for those affecting the religion or religious rites and usages of any class or community. The Council was not allowed to entertain any measure affecting the Ruling Family or the relations with the Paramount Power. The non-official members were at first nominated and latterly four of them were appointed on the recommendation of the members of the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly, one for each of the four Revenue Division of the State. The Council was again remodelled in 1919 by Regulation I of 1095 M. E., which was promulgated directly by His Highness" the late Maharaja. Provision was made for granting the people the right of electing members to the Council, while reserving to the Government the right of nominating some of the non-official members. The^strength was raised to 25 and a bare official majority was provided for. The franchise was fairly broad-based. A limited right to interpellate the Government and to discuss the annual budget was conceded. The Council retained the old powers of legislation except that it ,was expressly , prohibited from considering and enacting any measure affecting' , the provisions/ of the-/Regulation itself. That, is to say>it ; could not alter its own constitution. -.The